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1. Identify the purpose of this Ministry.

The purpose of this ministry is to give adoration, thanksgiving, praise, petition,
and reparation to our Eucharistic Lord.  After every Mass, He does not leave us. 
He stays present in the Most Blessed Sacrament because He love us and does
not want to leave us - He is our best friend! . He invites us to come to Him:

“Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I
will give you rest.” (Mt. 11:28)

Parishioners have an opportunity to come before our Eucharistic Lord to adore,
give thanks and praise, ask for special blessings and offer reparations. The
adoration chapel is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week.  The Blessed
Sacrament is exposed during these times, except during Mass and at certain
hours of the weekend.

After every Eucharistic celebration, Our Lord remains in our midst in the Most
Holy Sacrament of the Eucharist.  As our Holy Father so well said it in his
encyclical, Sacramentum Caritatis at paragraph 66  (191): 

“In the Eucharist, the Son of God comes to meet us and
desires to become one with us; Eucharistic adoration is
simply the natural consequence of the Eucharistic
celebration, which is itself the Church's supreme act of
adoration.”

Perpetual Eucharistic adoration ministry is really Christ ministering to us from
whom all other ministries flow – twenty-four hours a day – it’s the ministry par
excellence.

“Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so
many things; (Lk 10:42) but only one thing is necessary,
for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be
taken away from her.” (Lk 10:41)

Where our Eucharistic Lord is present, that’s where the real action is.  All other
ministries flow from Him.  Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration in our Parish – Is a
special blessing and a unique privilege.
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2. Identify what this Ministry is.

This ministry is actually our Eucharistic Lord ministering to those who come to
adore Him.  Adorers come to Him as their best friend.  It is the ministry par
excellence - from Our Eucharistic Lord all other ministries flow.

3. Identify what this ministry is not.

It is not a direct service ministry.  It is notable that adorers are also involved in
other ministries assisting others.

This is in line with Pope Benedict XVI’s Sacramentum Caritatis, which states:

“We cannot approach the Eucharistic table without
being drawn into the mission which, beginning in the
very heart of God, is meant to reach all people. 
Missionary outreach is thus an essential part of the
Eucharistic form of the Christian life.”

It is also in line with our Archdiocesan Service Fund titled, “The Eucharist Calls
Us to Serve All People.”  This was noted by our Pastor, Fr. Sean, in Sunday’s
bulletin (Jan. 27, 2008).  Adoration places us before our Eucharistic Lord who
ministers to us and enables us to reach out to others - it is the ministry par
excellence.  From Him all ministries flow.

4. Community:

There are more than two hundred parishioners and countless visitors committed
to adore our Eucharistic Lord during the twenty-four hours, each hour assigned
to an individual adorer or adorers.  Our adoration chapel is a powerhouse of
prayer - twenty-four hours a day - day and night, benefitting the entire
community.

5. Faith Formation

Eucharistic Adoration is a sequel to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  Among the
many blessings, it promotes an awareness of Our Lord’s presence in our daily
lives.  On June 10, 2007, the day on which we and many others around the world
celebrated the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ – popularly known as
Corpus Christi – Pope Benedict XVI noted

“Holy Mass is in itself the Church’s greatest act of adoration .
. . Adoration outside Holy Mass prolongs and intensifies
what has taken place in the liturgical celebration and
makes a true and profound reception of Christ possible”
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The Holy Father continues saying:

“I would like to take the opportunity offered me by today’s
Solemnity to warmly recommend, to Pastors and to all
the faithful, the practice of Eucharistic adoration . . . 

6. Identify current as well as potentially new actions that support
specific Strategic Intents aligned with your ministry. This could
provide an opportunity to stretch in support of the overall
pastoral plan. However, do not force-fit a strategic intent if it
does not make sense for this ministry.

Quarterly meetings are scheduled for 2008.  The intent is to reinforce
commitment to Eucharistic Adoration.  Updated information is provided and
issues identified that will enhance Eucharistic adoration commitments.

An annual invitation is planned and carried out on the feast of the Body and
Blood of Our Lord - scheduled for June 2008.

Social Outreach
7.

Most adorers are involved in the various ministries of the parish and do volunteer

work in the broader community.  Eucharistic Adoration prepares us to go
out and serve others in His name.

8. Stewardship

Adorers commit their time whether it’s during the day, evening, early morning
hours or night hours.  Their commitment enables our parish to have perpetual
Eucharistic Adoration.  Giving of their precious time is a tremendous sacrifice for
many.

9. Vocations – Role of Mary Before Her Eucharistic Son

Our Lord calls many to follow Him as priests, deacons or religious.  Adorers
come before our Eucharistic Lord that those who are called will respond. 
Eucharistic adoration is a powerful prayer for an increase of vocations.   

Just in the last month of December, Claudio Cardinal Hummes, Prefect of the
Congregatio Pro Clericis – from the Vatican, December 8, 2007 - Solemnity of
the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary said:

“. . .In order to continually maintain a greater awareness of the
ontological link between the Eucharist and the Priesthood, and
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in order to recognize the special maternity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary for each Priest, it is our intention to bring about
a connection between perpetual Eucharistic adoration for
the reparation of faults and sanctification of priests . . .” 
He adds: “. . . Thereby – and precisely because of the place
occupied and the role served by the Most Blessed Virgin in
salvation history – we intend in a very particular way to entrust
all Priests to Mary, the Mother of the High and Eternal Priest,
bringing about in the Church a movement of prayer, placing
24 hour continuous Eucharistic adoration at the center
(emphasis mine), so that a prayer of adoration, thanksgiving,
praise, petition, and reparation, will be raised to God,
incessantly and from every corner of the earth, with the primary
intention of awakening a sufficient number of holy vocations to
the priestly state and, at the same time, spiritually uniting with
a certain spiritual maternity – at the level of the Mystical Body
– all those who have already been called to the ministerial
priesthood and are ontologically conformed to the one High
and Eternal priest.”

10. A Powerhouse in Our Midst

Pope John Paul II and Pope Benedict XVI have consistently recognized the
efficacy of Eucharistic Adoration for the universal Roman Catholic Church.

Pope Benedict XVI has come out in support of perpetual Eucharistic adoration.  In
Sacramentum Caritatis, n. 67, he states:

“With the Synod Assembly, therefore, I heartily recommend
to the Church’s pastors and to the People of God the practice
of Eucharistic adoration, both individually and in community. 
(194) Great benefit would ensue from a suitable catechesis
explaining the importance of this act of worship, which enables
the faithful to experience the liturgical celebration more fully and
more fruitfully.  Wherever possible, it would be appropriate,
especially in densely populated areas, to set aside specific
churches or oratories for perpetual adoration.”
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A Final Thought

"While we adore You, Jesus, how can we forget the

many things we must do to glorify You? Yet, at the

same time, how can we fail to admit that St. John of

the Cross was right? He used to say: 'Those who are

very active and think they can embrace the world

with their preaching and external activities, should

remember that they would be more useful to the

Church and more pleasing to God, not to mention

the good example they would set, were they to spend

half as much time with Him in prayer.' Help us,

Jesus, to understand that in order 'to do' in Your

Church, also in the field of the new evangelization

that is so urgently needed, we must first learn 'to be',

that is, to stay with You, in Your sweet company, in

adoration. Authentic, effective, and true apostolic

action can only come from intimate communion with

You" (John Paul II, Servant of God).
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